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Homoserine lactone derivs. of formula (I) (N-hexadecanoyl-2-amino 
4-butanolide or N-hexadecanoyl homoserine lactone) are new. (I) have 
specified properties including m.pt. 137-138 deg.C. Solubility: soluble 
in MeOH, EtOH, i-PrOH, BuOH, PhH, PhMe and Me2C0; sparingly soluble in 
ether and hexane; in soluble in water and appearance: white needles 
(recrystallised from Me2C0) . 

(I) are useful as acid amide herbicides or drugs. (I) are prepd. 
chemically by reaction of palmitic acid wity homoserine lactone derived 
from homoserine, or biochemically by extraction of MeOH-metabolising 
microorganisms, e.g. Methanomohas methanooxidance, Methylomonas rubrum, 
Thiobacillus novellus, Protaminobacter rubber, Paracoccus, 
denitrif leans, Pseudomonas methanolica, with lower alcohol (e.g. MeOH, 
EtOH, i-PrOH, BuOH) or other organic solvent 
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